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Erefie and Schiſme a3they are commanly uſed, 
are two Theological (car-crows, with which 
they who uſe £o uphold a party in Religion, 
uſe co fright away ſuch,aq making inquiry in» 
to it, are ready to relinquiſh and it, if 

| 1t appear either erroneous or (ſuſpitious ; for 

2s Plutarcb reparty of a Painter, who having unskilfully 
painted Hp _ away all Cocks and I that __ 
1M ion of his Art might not appear by compari 
with Nature ; {o men willing for ends to admit of no fancy 
but theic own,endeavour to binder an inquiry into it by way 
of compariſon of ſomewhat with it, peradventure truer, 
that ſo the deformity. of their own might aot appear: bur 
how ſoever in the comman manage, Herefie and Schifme are 
but cidiculous terms, yet the things in themſelves are of very 
 conliderable moment, the one olendiog againſt Truch, the 
other againſt Charity, and therefore boch » When they 
are not by imputation, but indeed. | 
Ir is then a matter of ao ſinall importance, truly codiſcry 
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the nature of- them); and they on the contrary ſtrengthen 
themſelves, ho Ghaig OA C09 00t 
igjariouſly charged IRR ha 
S$chiſme (tor of. Hereſie | { por pom Crop eueepy it be 
by accident, and chat by on- of a general miſtake, 
ſpread through all the wricings of the Ancients, in which 
their names ace famjliarly confounded) Sqþiſme, Lay upon 
the very found of the Ford imports Diviton ; Diviſion is 
not but where Communion is or ought to be: Now Commu» 
nion is the (trengeh and grovind'of all”Society, whether S2- 
ered or Civil; whoſoever therefore they be that offend. a- 
gainſt"the common: ſociety and friendlineſs'of men , if ic 
be in civil occaſions, areguilty of Sedition, and Rebglion ; jf 
it be by reaſon. of Eccleſiaſtical difference, thef art guilty of 
Schiſme: So that Scbiſme is an Eccleſiaſtical Sedition, as Se- 
dition is a lay Schiſme, yet the great benefit of Communion; 


notwithſtanding in regard of divers © hen needy; 


j:& eo Diſſention and- Diſunion are often ; 
when either falſe and-uncertain Conclufions are -obtrade{ 
for cruth, and As either unlawful, or miniltring juſt 
ſcruple are required of us to be perform'd, in theſe caſes,, 
conſent were conſpiracy, 'and open conteſtation is nor fafti- 
on or Schiſme, but due'Chriſtian animoſrety. | 
For the opening therefore of the-nature of Sehiſme, fome- 
thing muſt be added: by way of difference to pn qu ie 
from neceſſary ſeparation, and that is, that the cauſe upon 
which Diviftiowis attempted, proceed not from Paſſion, or 
from. Diſltemper, or from' Ambition, or Avarice, or (uch 
other ends, as humane folly is 'ape co purſte, bart from well 
weighed and neceſſary reaſons, and that when all other 
means having been tryed, nothing will” ſerve to fave us 
from guile of Conſcience, but open ſeparation 3 ſo that 
Schiſme, if we-would define it, is nothing eiſe but an unne- 
ceſſary (eparation of Chriſtians from that part of the vitible 
Church, of which they were once members ; now as in 
| Mutinies 
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Mutinies and civil Difſeations, there are two Attendants itt 
ordinary belonging unto them ; one the choice of one Ele- 
&ogor Guide, in-place-of the general or ordinary Gover« 
nor, to rule and Guide;the other the appointing offome pub. 
heck place-or Randezvous, whete publick Mectings muſt be 
celebrated. So in Church-difſentions and quarrels, two ap- 
purtenancesthere are, which ſerveto make Fthiſmecomplear, 

- Firſt, w the choice of a Biſhop, in oppolition tothe for- 
mer, (aching very frequent amongſt the Ancients, and which 
many times was the cauſe and effect of Schiſme.) 

- Secondly, the ereCting of a new Chirch and Oracory, 
for the dividing parts to meet in publickly, For tlll-rhis be 
done, the Schiſme is bur yet-in the womb, 216145 33744 

Inthat late famous Controverſie in Hilland' De 'Predefthe 
natione & anxiliis, as long as the diſagreeing parties wenti.o- 
further than Diſputes 2nd Pen-combats, the Scbiſme was 
all eha@while unhatch'd ; but as ſoon' ag one party ſvepr/an 
old: Cloyiter:, ard by a pretty Art ſuddenly 'made ir a 
Church, 'by-putting a new Pulpit in it, for the ſeparating 
pagy chere:co meet ; now what before was 3 Controvertie: 
became a" formal Schiſme. To know no more than'this, if 
you take itto be true, had been enough ro dire& how you 
are toqudge, and what to think of Schiſme and Scbiſmanicke;. 
yetbecauſe of the Ancients,( | 

1s (aid, and many feariul 'dvomy pro- 
nounced in this caſe: We will deſcend a lictle to contider of. 

Scbiſme as ic were by way of Story, and that partly further 
to epen that which we have ſaid in general by-inſtancing in 

. particulars, and partly to diſabuſethule who reverencing'Aw- 
_ tiquiry more then needs, have (ufferedthemſe]vesto be (cared: 
with imputation of Scbiſm, aSove due meaſure 3 for wharthe 
Ancients ſpake by way of cenſure of Schiſme in general, is 
moit erue ; for they ſaw fand itis no great matter to'fee” fo: 
| much that waedyiled and ppen fancy to break the kvovoÞ y- 
nion, betwixt man and niz2 (eſpecially amongſt Chriftians,, 
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upon whom above a}l other kind of men,the tyeof laye,aud 
Communion doth moſt eſpeciallyreſt) was a crime hardly 
perdonable, and that nothing abſplves men from the guije of 
it, but crue and anpretended conſcience, yet when they came 
to pronounce of Schiſme in particular (whether it was be- 
cauſe of their owninteceſt, or that they ſaw not the Truth, 
or for what other cauſe God only doth know) their j 
ments many times (to (peak molt genely) are juſtly co be 
ſuſpeted, which chat you may (ce, we will rangeall Schiſme 
into ewo ranks. | | 

Firſt s a'Schiſme, m which only one party is the Schiſma. 
»c&.z. for where cauſe of Schiſme is necellary, there not he 
thac ſeparates, but he that is the cauſe of ſeparation is the 
Sebiſmarick, 

Secoadly, there is a Scbiſme in which both parties are the 
Schiſmaticks ; for where the occaſion of ſeparation is unue- 
oeflary ,neigher fide can be excuſed from guilt of Schiſme». . 
- Bug you will ask who ſhall be che fudge, whaty cs necel(- 
(ary ? Indeed it is a queſtion which hath beenefter-mgade, 
but Lehink (carcely ever truly anſwered, not begauſe ig.is a 
point of great depth or difficulty eruly co affoil irs but be- 
cauſe the true (olucion of it carries fire in the tail of it (for 
it bringeth withica piece of Doftrine which is ſeldom p 
4ingto Superiors) co you for the pre.ent this ſhall ſufhce. 

lo. be you be anims defecato, if you bave Clearedhyour 
ſelf from froach and growns, if neither ſloth, nor fear, 
nor ambitioo, nor any tempting (pirit of that nature abule 
you (for thele and ſuch as theſe, are the true impediments, 
why both that, and other queſtions of the like danger are not 
truly an{wer'd)) fall this be, and yet you know nut how to 
frame your rel(olution, and ſettle your (elf for that doubr ; 1 
will ay no more of you than was faid of Papias, St. Fobn:s 
own. Scholar, your abilities are rot ſo good as | preſumed. 

; Batrogo on with what 1 intended, and from tharziazr di- 
yerted me, that you may the better judge of that natureof 
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Bebiſmerby their oecafions, you ſhall fiac that all Schifiner 
tave crept imo the Charch by vne of theſe three wayes, ei» 
ther apon tnetter of fa& or upon matter of opinion,dr point 
of ambition;for the firſt 1 call char matter offat,when Gne- 
is required eo be done by us, which ether we know, 

or ſtrongly ſuſpeRt to be unlawful ; fo the firit notable 
Sebiſme, of which we read in the Charch, contained in ic 
mateer of a, for it being upon error taken for neceſſary, 
that m muſt be kept, and upon worſe than error 
Cif I may (ofpenk) for it wes noleſs than « point of Juda- 
iſe forced upon che Church, upon worſethan error, I lay, 
farther neceſſary chat the ground of the time for 

keeping of that Feaſt muſt be the rale left by Moſer co the 
op dock aroſe a ſtout queſtion, Whether we were 0 ce- 
ate with the Fews on the fourteenth Moon, or the Sunday 
following ? This matrer though moſt unneceflacy, mott 
vain, yet cauſed 2s great s combuſtion as. ever was in the 
Church, the Feſt ſeparating and refufing Communion with: 
the Eft, for many years together : bn this fantaſtical hur- 
ry I cannot fee but all the world were Schiſmaticks, acirher 
can =ny thing excuſecthem from that impuration, excepting 
only this,that we charitably ſuppoſethat all parties did whav 
they did out of conſcience, a thing which befel them 
through the ignorance of their Guides, (for I will not fay 
through their matice) and that through the jult judgmenc of 
God, | ſloath and blind obedience men exz- 
mined not the things which they were taught, bur like beaſt; 
of barthen, patienfly couch down, and indifferently un- 
derwent whatfoever their Superiors laid upon them ; by the 
way, by this we may plainly fee the danger of our appeal: 
to Antiquity, for reſohrwion incontroverted points of Faith, 
and trow ſmall relief we are to expe& from thence; for if 
the diſcretion of the chiefeſt Guides and DireRors of the 
Church, did in a point fo trivial, fo inconfiderable, fo 
mainly fail them, as not to ſre the cruth in a (ubje&, 
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whereig it is the ' greateſt. marvel, how- they could avoid 
the light of it,can we without the jyapuration of great groſs, 
neſs and folly, chink ſo poor ſpirited: perſons, competent 
Judges of the queſtions now.on foat berwixt the Churches ; 
pardon me, 1 know, what, temptation drew; that ; note 
from me. THAT TIETE 
The next Schiſme which had in it matter of faft, is that 
of the Donatiſts, who was perſwaded (atleaſt pretented (© 
that it was unlawful to converſe. or communicate in holy * 
dhicies 'with' men ſtained with any notorious fin ; for how- 
ſoever, that Auſtin do (pecifie only the. Thurificati & Tra 
| ditores and Libellatici, Kc. -as if he ſeparated only from 
thoſe, waom he found to be ſuch, yet by neceſſary pro» 
portion, he mult referre £0 all notorious figners 3 upon | 
this he taught that in all places, where good and bad 
were mixt cogether, there could be no Church by reaſon 


ending 2444 of Pollution, 2 ag eye ng from linners, which 
HERS blaſted righteous perſons, which converſed with them, 
and made all unclean ; on this ground, ſeparating himſelf 
from all chat he lilt coſuſpeR, he gave gut, that the Church 
was no- where to be ſougd bur in him,. and bis Aſſociates, 
as being the ny men among whom wicked perſons found 
no ſhelter, and by conſequence the only clean and unpol- 
luted company, and therefore. the only Church. Againſt 
this Saint Auguſtine laid down this Concluſion, Unite. 
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od eſſe diſſerendam, which is indeed the whole ſumme of thar 
it as Fathers diſputation againſt, the Donatijts, Now in one 
; part of this Controverlie, one thing is very remarkable. 
The truth was there, where it was by meer chance, and 

might have been on either fide, the reaſon brought by ei- 

cher party notwithſtanding 3+ for though it were De Pollo, 

falſe, that pars Donati ſhe up in Africk was the onl 
Orthodox party, yet it might be true, notwichſtandins 
.apy thing St. Ang»fine brings to confute it 3 and. on the 
contrary, 
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contrary, though it were de fad true, that thepart of Chri. 
ſtians my rw over the whole earth were Orthodox, yer 
it might have been falſe, notwithſtanding any thing Saiac 
Anguſtine brings to confirm it. For where or amongſt 
whom or how many the Church ſhall be, or it is a thing in- 
different it may be in any number more or leſs, it may be 
in any Place, Countrey, or Nation, it may bein all, and 
for ought 1 know, it may bein none, without the prejudi 
to the definition of a Church, or the truth of the Goſpel, 
North or South many or few, diſperſed in many Places, or 
confined to one : None of theſe do either prove or diſprove 
a Church. 

Now this Scbiſme, and likewiſe that-former, to a wiſe 
man that well underſtands the matter in Cuntroverhe, 
may afford perchance matter of pity, to ſee men fo 
ſtrangely difirated upon fancy, but of doubt or trouble 
what eo do it can yield none; for though in this Schiſme 
the Donatiſt be the Schiſmatick, and in the former both 
Parties be equally engaged in the Scbiſme, yet you may 
ſafely upon your occaſions communicate with either, if 
ſo be you flatter neither in their Schiſme: For why 
might. not it be lawful to go to Church with the Do- 
natift, or to celebrate Eafter with the @uartodecimen, if 
occaſion ſo Tequire 2 lince neither Nature, nor Religion, 
nor Reiſon doth ſuggelt any thing of moment to the 
contrary 7 For in all publick Meetings pretending holi- 
nels, ſo there be nothing done, but what crue Devoti- 
on and Piety brook, why may not I be preſent in them, 
and uſe communication with thew ? Nay, what if thoſe 
to whom the execution of the publick ſervice is committed, 
do ſomething eicher unſeemly or fatpirta, or perad- 
venture unlawfy] 7 what if the garments they wear be 
cenſured, nay indeed be ſuſpicious ? what if the geſture 

adoration ws be uſed to the Altars, 2s now we have 
legrned to ſpeak ? What if the — 2 haye Preached, 


or 
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or delivered any Doftrine of the Truth, of which we 
are not well perſwaded? a thing which very often falls 
out ; yet for all this we may not ſeparate, except we be 
_ conſtrained perſonally to bear a part in themſelves : The 
Prieſts under 'Ely had ſo ill demeaned themſelves about 
the dayly ſacrifice, that the Scripture tells us, they made 
them eo ſtink, yet the People refuſed not to come to 
the Tabernacle, nor to bring their Sacrifice to the Prieſt, 
for inthole Schiſmes which concern fat, nothing can be 
a juſt cauſe of refufing of Communion, but only co re» 
quire the execution of ſome unlawful - or ſuſpe&ed aft, 
for not only in reaſon, but in Religion too, that Maxime 
admits of no releaſe, Contiſſimi cnjuſq; Preceptum quod da- 
bitas ne feceris, long it was ere the Church fell upon 
Schiſme, upon this occaſion, © though of late it hath had 
very many ; for until the ſecond Corneil of Niece, in which 
eoncileable Superſtition and Ignorance did conſpire, 1 
_ fay, until the Rone did ſet up image.worſhip, there was 
not any remarkable Schiſme upon juſt occafion of fatt, 
all the reſt of Schiſmes of that kind were but wantons, 
this was traly . ſerious ; in this the Sebiſmatiza! party 
was the Synod it elf, and ſuck as conſpired with it 3 for 
concerning the uſe of Images in Sacrifgass, 

Firſt, it acknowledged by all that it is © thing unne- 
ceflary. 

Secondly, it is by moſt ſaſpeted. 

Thirdly, ic is by many held atterly unlawful 5 can then 
the enjoyning of ſuch a thing be ought elſe bur abuſe for 
can the refuſal of Communion here be thonghe any other 
thing than duty ? Here or upon the like occaſion to ſepa» 
rate, may peradventure bring perſonal crouble or danger 

againſt which it concerns any honeſt man, to lave'pe- 

Preporatum) turther harm it cannot ds; ſo that in 

theſe caſes you cannot be to ſeek what ro"think; or what 
you haveto do, | 
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Come we thento conſider a little of the ſecond ſort of 
$h1ſme, ariting upon occalion of variety of opinion, it 
hath been the common diſeaſe of Chrittians from the begin- 
ning, not.to content themſelves with that meaſure of 
faith which God and Scriptures have exprelly afforded us, 
but our of a vain delire to know more then is revealed, 
they have attempted to deviſe things, of which we have 
no light, neither from Reaſon nor Revelation 3 neicher 
have they reſted here, but upon pretence of Church-autho- 
rity (which is none ) or Tradition (which for the moſt pare 
is bur feigned)) they have peremptorily concluded , and 
confidently impoled upon other a necellity of entertaining 
concluſions of that nature, and to ſtrengthen themſelves, * 
have broken out into Diviſions and Fattions , oppoſing 
man to man, Synod to Synod, till the peace of the Church 
vaniſhed , without all poſlibilicy of recall : hence aroſe 
choſe ancient, and many ſeparations amongſt Chriſtians, 
occaſioned by Arianiſme, Eutychianiſme, Neſftorianiſme , 
Photinianiſme, Sabellianiſmt, and many more both antiencs, 
and in our own time, all which indeed are but names of 
Schiſme ; howſoever in the common language of the Fa- 
thers, they were called Hereſies , for Hereſie is an aft of 
the will, not of the reaſon, and is mdeed a lyeand not 2 mi. 
ſtake, elſe how could that of Autin gofor true, Errare poſ- 
ſum, Hereticw efſe nolo ; indeed CManichaniſme, Valen- 
tinianiſme, Macedonianiſme, Mabometiſme, are truly and 
properly ae” 6 For we know that the Authors of them 
received the Ovur invented them themſelves, and fo 
knew what they taught to be a lye, but can any man a- 
vouch that Ariws and Nejtrizs, and others that raught ,er- 
roneoully concerning the Trinity, and the perſon of onr 
Saviour, did malicioully invent what they taught, and 
not rather fall upon it by error and miſtake? cill chat be 
done, and upon good evidence, we will think no worſe 
of all parties than needs we mult, and take theſe Rents in 
B 2 the 
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the Ghurch to be at the worſt but Scbiſmer, upon matter of 
opinion, in which caſe what we are to do, is not a point of 
any great depth of underſtanding co diſcover, if fo be di- 
ſemper and partiality do not intervene : 1 do no ſee, that 
opinionum varietar & opinantinam unites , are *Agvgure, Or 


that menu of different opinions in Chriſtian Religion, may 


not hold communion in Sacris, and both go to one Church, 
why may | not go, if occaſion require, eo an Arian Charch, 
ſo there be no Arianiſme expreſt in their Liturgy ; and were 
Licurgies and publick Forms of Service fo framed, as that 
they admitted. not of particular and private fancies, bur 
contained. only ſuch things, asin which all Chriſtians do 
agree Sehiſmes on- opinion were utterly vaniſhed z for 
conlider of all the Licurgies that are and- ever have been, 
and. r .move from them whatſoever is ſcandalous to any 


party, and leave. nothing but what all agree on, and the 


ax (hall be, that the publick Service and Honour of God 
ſhall no ways ſuffer. Whereas to load our publick Forms, 
with the private fancies upor» which we differ, is the 
moſt. ſoveraign way to perpetuate Schiſme unto the worlds 
end, Prayer, Confeſlion, Thankſgiving, Reading of Scrip» 
cures, Adminiſtration of Sacraments inthe plaineſt and the 
iimpleſt manner, were matter enough- to furni(h out a ſufh- 
cient Liturgy, though nothing either of private opinion, or 
of Church Pomp, of Garments, or preſcribed Geſtures, of 
Imagery, of Maſick, of matter concerning: the Dead, of 
many fuperfluities which creep into the Church, under 
= name of. Ordev and Decency, did- interpole it 
elf. 

. To charge Churehes and Licurgies with things unne-+ 
ceſfary, was the firſt beginning of all ſuperſticion, and when 
ſcruple of conſcience beganco be made or pretended, there 
Sebiſme began to break-in-; if the ſpecial Guides and Fa- 
thers of the Church would-be a. little ſparing of 'incum- 
bring Churches with ſu ities,. Or Rot over-rigid either 

ig 
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in reviving obſolete Cuſtonies,, or impoſing new, there' 
would be farre leſs cauſe of Schiſme, or Swperſtition , and' 
al! the inconvenience were likely co eaſue would be bur 
this, they ſhould inſo doing yield a little to the imbecillicy ' 
of their laferiours, a thing which Se. Paul would:never have 
refuſed todoz mean while: whereſoever falſe or (ulſpeted- 
opinions are made 2 piece of Church- Liturgy, he that (e- 
parates is not the Sebiſmatick, for it is alike unlawful to 
make profeſſion. of known or ſuſpe&ted fallhood, as to: 
put in praftiſe unlawful or ſuſpeR aftions. 
The third thing | named for matrer of Schiſme was: 
| Ambition , 1 mean Epiſcops| Ambition , ſhewing it (elfe 
1] eſpecially in two heads, one concerning Pluralities of Bi- 
ſhopr,, in divers: Seas. Ariſt-tle tells us, that neceſſity x on Ha tome Zou, 
cauſeeh bue ſmall faults, but Avarice and Ambition-4nrHHir con ur — 
were the Mother of great Crimes ; Epiſcopal Ambitioz Ming bt /uh ins 
hath made chis true, for no occalion hath produced ”, of 8 
more frequent, more continuous, More fanguinrmam ' 
| Schiſmes, than this hath done, the Seas of Alexandria, of 7) OT) 
Conſtantinople , of Antiveb , and above all of Rome,. do | 
abundantly ſhew thus much ; and all Ecolefiaſtical fto-- 
ries witneſſe no lefſe, of which the greateſt rr confilts p ori 
/, of, faftionating and. tumultuating of great and potent- 
Biſhops. 
| yr Ki Apologizing for himſelf, that profelling to 
write an Eccleſiaſtical ftory, he did oft-times interlace the 
ations of ſecular Princes and other civil butinels, tells us 
| that he did this tO-refreſh his Reader, who otherwile were- 
in danger to —— reading (o much of the As of un« 
quiet and. unruly Biſhops, &@ ts xer' <Miner intperey, in 
which as a man May ſay, Gap made butter and cheeſe one of | 
another, for. pupizey, that | may ſhew you a-calt of my old: 
Office, and open you amyſterie in Grammer, properly- fig-- 
aifiesco make butter and cheeſe, and becauſe theſe are noc 
made without £1uch agitation of che.milk, hence. prylreny by a 
borrowed! 


—_ < t 


= 
. 
—— of. = — ——  — ——— on AM 


12 A TraF concerning Schiſme. 


borrowedand tranſlated fignification, (ignifies to do things 
with much ay:tation and cumule. 

But that | may a little confider of the two heads, I but 
now ſpecified, the firlt I mentioned was the, Eretatirs of 
Biſhopsin one Sea. For the general prattife of the Church, 
lince the beginning, at leaſt fince the original of Epiſco- 
Pacy, a$110 it is, was never to admir 'at once more than 
one Biſhop in one Sea, and (o far in» this point have: they 
been caretul co preſerve unity, that they would aot have 2 
Bilhop in his Sea co have ewo Cathedral Churches 
which thing lately brought us'a Book our of France, De 
Monougaata Epiſcyporum, written by occalion of the Bi- 
ſhops of Lengres : who 1 know not apon- what fancy 
could not be Content with one Cathedral Church in his 
Diocels, but would needs havetwo, which to the Author 
of that work ſeems to be a kind of Spiritual Polygamy, 
it fell out amonglt che Ancievts very often ; (ometimes up 
on occalion of ditterence in opinions, - ſometimes becauſe 
of thoſe who were intereſled in the choice of Biſhops ; 
that ewo and ſometimes more were ſet up, and il par- 
ties ſtriving co maintain their own Biſhop, made them- 
{elves levera] Churches, ſeveral Congregations , each 
refuling £o participate with others, and many Times 
proceeding to mutual. Excommunications 3 this is that 
which Cyprian calis Erigere Altare contra Altare, to this 
doth he impuce the Orrginal of all Church diſorders ; 
a:d if you read him, you would think , he thought no 
other Church-cumule ro be Schiſme but this : This 
perehance may plead ſome excuſe, for though in regard 
of Religion ic ſeit, ic matters not whether there be one 
or more Biſhops in one Diocels; for Epiphanixs reckon- 
ing up the Bilhops of Rome, makes Peter and Paul the 
fiiit : and Sr. Anguſtine acknowledgeth for a time he 
face fellow Biſhop with his Piedecefſor, though he ex- 
culed ic, that he did fo being ignorant that the con- 


rrary 
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trary had been decreed by the Council of Niee, yet 

it being 8 thing very convenient for the peace of 

the Church co have it fo, neither doth it any whic 

favour of thew miſdemeanor, their puniſhment fleeps * vice or 
nvt, who unneceffarily and wantonly ' go about to in- 

fringe it. . 

But that other head of Fpiſcops| Ambition , concern- 
ing Supremacy of Biſhops in divers Seas, one Claiming 
Smpremacy over another, as it hath been from time to 
time, a great treſpaſſe againſt the Churches Peace, (o 
it is now the final] rnuine of it. The Ef and Weſt 
through the fury of the two prime Biſhops , being ic- 
remediably (ſeparated without all hope of Reconcile- 
ment. And belides all ehis miſchief, ic is founded an 
a vice contrary to all Chriftiaa humility, without which 
no man ſhall ſee his Saviour 3 for they do bur. abuſe 
ehemlelves and others, that would perſwade uy, that » 
Biſhops by Chriſte inſticurion have any Tuperiority over 
other men further than of Reverence, or that any Bi- 
ſhop is Superior co another further than'potitive order 
agreed- upotr amonglit Chriftians hath preſcrived : for we 
have believed him that hath told 'us;' that in Jelus Chrilt 
there is nenther high-nor low, and'chat in giving honour, 
every man fhould.be ready to preferre another before 
himlelf; which faying cuts off all claim cereainly of Su- 
peciority , by -title of Chriſtianity, except men think 
this theſe things were ſpoken” only to * poor and pris 
vare thieh. 'Nature-and Religion agree in this, that nei« 
cher of them hath an-hand 'in this Heraldry of Secandunms 
ſub & ſupra, all this comes from Compolition and Agree» 
ment - of men amongſt themſelves, wherefore . this - a« 
bufe of Chriſtianity 'to make * it \Lacquey® ro Ambiti- 
ol if 2 vice for which 1 have no extraordinary name 
of Ignominy , and'#t ordinary 1 will. nor- give it, leſt 
: you 
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you ſhould rake (ſo tranſcendent a vice to be but tri- 
vial, 

Now concerning Scbiſme arifing upon theſe heads, 
you cannot be for behaviour much to ſeek, for you 
may ſafely communicate with all parties as occation 
ſhall call you , and the Schiſmaticks here are all thoſe 
who are head uf the fattion , together with all thoſe 
who foment it : for private and indifferent perſons , 
they may be ſpetacors of theſe contentions as ſecure- 
ly in _ of any peril of Conſcience ( for of dan- 

r in Purſe or Perſon, | keep no account) as at a 
Gock-fighe where Serpents fight, who cares who hath 
the betcer ? the belt wilh is that both may periſh in che 


he. 
_ for Conventicles, of the nature of which we 


delire co be informed, thus much in general evidently 


appears, that all Meetings upon an unnecefſary ſepara- 
tion are £0 be lodtiled, ſo chat in, ſenſe a Conventicle is 
nothing elſe but a Congregation of Schiſmatickg, yet 
time hath taken leave ſometimes to fix this name upon 
good and honelt Meetings, and that perchance aot alto- 
gether without good reaſon ; for withem publick Re- 


ligious Meetings thus ic fares ; Firſt, it hath been at all: 


times confeſſed neceſſary, that God requires not only in- 
ward and private Devorion., when men either in their 
heares and Cloſers, or within cheir private walls, pray, 
praiſe, confeſs and acknowledge ; bat he further requires 
all choſe things co be done in publick, by eroops and 
ſhoales of men, and from bence have proceeded publick 
Temples, Altars, forms of ſervice, appointed times, and 
the like, which ace required for open Afﬀemblies, yet 
whilſt | truly pious, all Meetings of men for mu- 


tual help of piety aud devotion whereſoever and by whom- 
ſoever celebrated, were permitted, without exception. 
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Bur when it was ef] —_— —_ - 
rivite *Mectings y | igious ior Civil © evi 
code) Riligiotiutls 20 olwrimpicry , 23 appears in- the 
Ethnick Elfmia, unde ; wnd Chriſtian” Meetings 
under the Poyan' Princes , » when for-lexr they dw it noc 
come togegher | iy (open view were charged with foul 
imputations , 'vg:hy the repozr'of Cheijftians themſelves 
plainly appears, and coi Meagingamany times under pre- 
tence of friendly and neighbourly vis, ſheltered trea- 

{onable attempts agaioſt Princes and Common» weals. 

Hench both Church and State joyned, and jointly gave 
order for Forms, Times, Places of publick Meetings , 
whether for Retigious-or" Civil ends,” ard alt orber Meet- 
ings whatſoever, beſides thole of which both Time and 
Place, are limited : They cenſured for Routs and Riots, and 
unlawtul Aﬀlemblies in_the in the Chuch for 
Conventicles. = «© | WW F ' 

So that it is not lawful, no not for prayer ,:or hearipg, for 
conference, for ay other Religious Ottice whatſoever, for 

eople to aembic other wile, than by Loolick Order is al- 
owed; nexther may we ccmplain of this in times .of cor. 
ruption, for why ſhould men deiire to do that ſuſpicioully 
in private which warrantably may be performed in pub- 
lick. 

But in times of manifeſt corruptions and perſecutions, 
wherein Religious afſembling is dangerous, private Meet- 
ings howſoever, beſides publick order ate not only lawiul, 
but they are of neceſlicy and duty, elſe how ſball we excuſe 
Meetings of Chriltians tor publick Service, in time of dan» 
ger and perſecutions, and of our ſelves 1n Queen Maries 
dayes? and hbuw wul thule of the Roman Church a- 
monglt us, put oft the imputation of Conventicling, 
who are kiown amongſt us privately to afſemble for 
Religious exerciſe againlt all eftablulted orcer , both 

in 
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haſt ſo far honour'd it, as to.fF* 


make it the Temple of chy 
holy Ghoſt +; and roadmir it 
into a bleſſed 
with thy ſelf ; and haſt de- 
creed td do ſo great things for 
it hertafter 1, evento cloath it 
with -immonality, and to 
make ir like unto thy glorious 
body , Ican bleſs thee for ſo 
2 mare x; and with pati- 
ence digeſt all theſe neceſſary 
infirmities ; and now I look 
upon this fleſh, nor as it 'is, 
withcred 


DAY. 
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the devout Soul. 

ithered and wrinkled ; but 
25 it wil be, ſhining and 

rthis clay is in ic ſelf, yer 
make mee in thine intereſt 
and my ſo enamoured 
ff it, asif 1did finde 
made celeſtial. Oh that my 
aith could prevent my 
hange , and anticipate my 
mung glory. 
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X LIX. | 

Lord, what a dreadful fa- 
or Was __— thou 
newedſt to Propher 
Elijah, to ond a ery charies 
for him , to conveigh him up 
» Heaven ! I ſhould have 
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and, Do... 


ind n wor 

not ; 
cheerfully reſolved that ſuc 
2 momentan in in the 
change d be followed 
with an erernity of happincls: 
O God, we arenot 

ro know wherero thou 


the devout Soul. 


fire ro our immorta- | 
ne. liry : or, if thou haſt ordained 
Fu to a ſpeedier dif per- 
haps chou haſt that 
Ae] Gerymil © God. 
a all, O 
whar ever courſe thou in thine 
| holy wiſdom haſt derermined 
for the mcking up my ſoul 
from this vale ay. 
rears, pa DIY 
Bel, enddochon Wo dy 
hear to ſo lively a faith in 
thee, that all the terrours of 
:Y|my death may be ſwallow 
ty lu 4 rus _—_ 
of m y : 
No joke ſhall be imme- 
theſſ/diately ſeconded with crernall 
xn & Allelujahs , in the glorious 
md | Chore of thy Saints and 
Angels in Heaven. Amen. 
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"THE 


PILGRIMS VVISH. | 
IS A1 NT 5 LONGING | 


DISCUSSED INA 


IERMONY 


Preached in 


| ls BENNET GR ACECHURCH, h 


AT THE 


FUNERAL 
IM ANNE DUDSON, 


$(Daughter of Mr 1ſazc Calf, heretofore Miniſter of K 
Gods word at Chatwell in Eſſex, and late Wite of 
Mr Edward D#1/on of London Draper ) who depart» 
ed this life the 4** day of Jannary 1653. and was 


Incerr d the 11 of the ſame Moneth. 


> thy Nath. Hardy Preacher to the Pariſh of 
St, Dionyſ. Back-church, 
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Luke 2. 29. 
| Lord now letteft thou they ſervant depart in Peace, according to thy Ward. 
Aug. in Joh. 


{ Qui cupit difſolvi & efſe cum Chriflo,non patienter moritur, ſed patienter 
vivi,ty deleBabiliter moritur- 
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